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4 March 1867

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the committee reported on proposed locations of the additional church in the
village. One site was past the English Church [Hope Reformed?] and a site of four lots owned by
the Van Raaltes [at Twelfth Street and Pine Avenue]. Final decision on location would be
decided by the congregation. A sketch of the proposed new church building was provided by
Messrs. IClijn, Minderhout, and Hofman.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 282.

Page 282
Consistory Meeting of March 4, 1867
Absent: Brothers Broek, Vork, Beeuwkes, and Naber.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee, assigned to look for a location, reports that they have
found two appropriate spots; the one past the English church, on the opposite side of the
same street, belonging to the de Vries brothers. They have offered to sell this for
$600.00. The other was four lots in the same direction, but two streets further west,
belonging to Rev. van Raalte. He has offered these lots as a gift to the church. After the
pros and cons had been discussed, it was decided to present to the congregational meeting
the above-mentioned lot of the de Vries brothers and also the four above-mentioned lots.
The congregation can then decide.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee, for obtaining information concerning Rev. Kuipers,
reports (see Article 2, of February 25 minutes) that all the individuals present were
agreed that they desire to have Rev. Kuipers as their pastor.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee, for building the (second) church, reports that in
deliberations with the carpenters they recommend the building of a church 90 feet by 56
feet, and 32 feet high. This is four feet higher than the first church. It includes a spire
tower and interior plastering. A sketch of the church and a budget will be delivered by
Messrs. Klijn, Minderhout, and Hofman. The reports were received and approved, with
the exception of the last, concerning the size of the church. Three brothers could not
agree to this.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that, in order to cope with the current financial situation,
the pews will be rented, bench by bench, at a fixed price. The congregation must give its
approval. Brothers de Bruin and te Roller were appointed to make a map for Tuesday
evening, when there will be a meeting to assess the cost of the pew rentals. Each
individual will make a choice concerning which bench he desires.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to request classis to split this congregation in three, and to
give freedom for the calling of ministers.
ARTICLE 8— It was decided to rent the room of Vaupel for church use at $1.25 per
week.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.
G. Wakker, clerk

